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                                                            Class – XI 

                                                                        Subject – English 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

General Instructions 

 

This paper is divided into three sections: 

 Section A Reading   20 Marks 

 Section B Writing                                    

                              & Grammar             30 Marks      

 Section C Literature              

                              &     Long Reading Text       30 Marks 

                                  Total Marks: 80 

1. All answers must be correctly numbered as in the question paper and written in your 

answer sheet. 

2. Attempt all questions in each section before going on to next section. 

3. Read each question carefully and follow them faithfully. 

4. Strictly adhere to the word limit given with each question. Marks will be deducted for 

exceeding the word limit.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

    

                                                                      SECTION - A  

                                                            (Reading Skills – 20 Marks) 

 

Q.1. Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow :-  ( 6 Marks) 

 

1. With its interesting history and dedicated residents, Tombstone has become an 

important tourist destination in the U. S. 

 

2. The San Pedro valley of Southern Arizona, U. S, was ruled by the Apaches and they 

were led by great warriors. Their animosity towards the settlers was no secret. But the 

settlers were adventurous, defying all risks and continued to explore the land prospecting 

for gold and mineral ore. One such prospector was Edward Lawrence Schieffelien, from 

Pennsylvania, a man of indomitable spirit. 

 

3. Schieffelien spent years exploring and travelled from Idaho and ultimately reached the 

San Pedro valley. Hiding himself from the Apaches in the lonely desolate mountains, he 

starved and faced death many times over. But he continued with his quest. When he 

reached the San Pedro valley one of his comrades commented, “You keep fooling around 

out there amongst the Apaches and the only rock you will find will be your tombstone." 

Turning a deaf ear to this warning Schieffelien continued his search and finally fortune 
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smiled on him. He decided to name his first silver claim ‘Tombstone’, keeping in mind 

what his comrade had told him. Soon the town came to be known as Tombstone. 

 

4. By 1880, Tombstone became a flourishing town, notorious for its saloons like the 

Crystal Palace, Big Nose Kate's and gambling houses. The Tombstone Epitaph, a daily 

begun by John. P.Clum continues to be in business. News of the riches of Tombstone 

spread far and it became a place of easy target for the unscrupulous. A gang of outlaws 

who operated along the Mexican borders stole cattle, robbed stagecoaches and ambushed 

teamsters. 

 

5. The government decided to resolve the lawlessness and posted a police team of four, 

headed by Virgil Earp whose first job was to get Clanton, a member of the gang. The 

result was the notorious Earp-Clanton gunfight at OK Corral. Today, visitors to OK 

Corral see life-size replicas of the fighters. A photo gallery gives you an idea of how the 

place was in the 1880s and Apache Chief Geronimo takes the visitor through the 

colourful past of Tombstone. 

 

6. Every day, the gunfight at OK Corral is enacted by the Booth hill Gunslingers. The 

funds raised from these shows go to charity the Tombstone Cowboys perform a comedy 

and their slogan is "we guarantee you'll laugh or we'll shoot you". The Six Gun City Wild 

West show takes you through the historic events of the town. This is a town “Too Tough 

to Die". Shops sell cowboy paraphernalia-Stetsons, long boots and leather pants. 

 

7. In 1882 there was a devastating fire and the estimated loss of property was more than 

half a million in dollars. The mines produced millions of dollars in silver and gold but 

had to be abandoned due to underground water seepage in 1886. But the story of 

Tombstone did not end. Through hard work and dedication the residents put it on the 

tourist map and today it is one of the major attractions of the U. S. 

 

I Answer the following questions briefly.                                                    1×6=6 

 

(a) Why did the settlers take the risk and explore the land? 

(b) Why did Schifflien call his first silver code Tombstone? 

(c) How did the government try to resolve the lawlessness? 

(d) Why were the mines of gold and silver abandoned? 

(e) Find out a word from the passage which means the same as ‘well known especially 

unfavourably’.    (Para 4, 5) 

(f) Find out a word from the passage which means the opposite of 'minor'. (Para 7) 

 

Q2. Read the poem given below and write the option that you consider the 

most suitable :                                                                                               1×6=6 

                        O Captain! my Captain! 

 

O Captain! my Captain! our fearful trip is done; 
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The ship has weathered every rack, the prize we sought is won; 

The port is near, the bells I hear, the people all exulting, 

While follow eyes the steady keel, the vessel grim and daring. 

But O heart! heart! heart! 

O the bleeding drops of red! 

Where on the deck my captain lies, 

Fallen cold and dead. 

O Captain! my Captain! rise up and hear the bells; 

Rise up! for you the flag is flung, for you the bugle trills: 

For you bouquets and ribboned wreaths, for you the shores a-crowding; 

O Captain! dear father! 

This arm beneath your head; 

It is some dream that on the deck 

You’ve fallen cold and dead. 

My Captain does not answer, his lips are pale and still: 

My father does not feel my arm, he has no pulse nor will. 

The ship is anchored safe and sound, its voyage closed and done: 

From fearful trip the victor ship comes in with object won! 

Exult, O shores! and ring, O bells! 

But I, with silent tread, 

Walk the spot my captain lies 

Fallen cold and dead. 

                                                                           Walt Whitman 

A. The narrator says that they have .... 

i) achieved their target 

ii) missed their target 

iii) left their trip in mid-way 

iv) completed their sail of Indian ocean 

 

B. The prize is the USA’s 

i) Victory in a championship  

ii) Victory in its civil war 

iii) Successful launch of Endeavour 

iv) No. 1 position in military power. 

 

C. The Vessel refers to .... 

i) Large ship used in the war 

ii) the USA and it people. 

iii) a large pot that belongs to captain 

iv) the warship captured by Caribbean Pirates 

 

D. The bells, bugle and bouquets are there to .. 

i) honour the victorious ship 

ii) honour the champion player 
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iii) honour the country’s flag 

iv) honour the leader of the country. 

 

E. ‘My Captain’ does not respond because he is ... 

i) too tired 

ii) very excited and jubilant 

iii) bleeding profusely 

iv) dead and no more. 

 

F. Find the word in the poem that means same as ____ ‘a long water journey’. 

i) trip 

ii) exulting 

iii) anchored 

iv) voyage 

 

QQ33..  RReeaadd  tthhee  ppaassssaaggee  ggiivveenn  bbeellooww  ccaarreeffuullllyy  aanndd  aannsswweerr  tthhee  qquueessttiioonnss  tthhaatt  ffoollllooww::       

                                                                                                                                (8 Marks) 

Much before medical science discovered it, reader’s Digest came out with the 

prescription-Laughter is the Best Medicine. Newspapers and magazines which regularly 

run humour columns are, therefore, doing their bit to keep the readers in good health. 

Reading light articles, whether they are satirical, comic or just humorous, relieves the 

tedium of work-a-day world. Some pieces may even tickle one’s grey matter.  

It is said that if you laugh for ten minutes you will be in a better position to put up with 

pain for two hours. According to US researchers, laughter is a good antidote to stress that 

tones up the system. Facial laugh muscles instruct the brain to “feel good” regardless of 

how you feel. 

 According to a French doctor, laughter deepens breathing, improves blood circulation, 

speeds up the process of tissue healing and stabilizes many body functions. In short, it 

acts as a power drug with no side effects. Researchers state that laughter stimulates 

production of beta-endorphins, natural pain-killers in body and improves digestion. Those 

who laugh are less prone to digestive problems and ulcers. 

Some people in France have made it a career. You can hire a ‘Jovialist’ who cracks jokes 

and laughs and promises to make you dissolve your worries in helpless laughter. 

 A word of caution. Although laughing is a good exercise for toning up the facial 

muscles, laughing at others expense, particularly at their disabilities, is in a bad taste and 

is to be avoided. Secondly, laughing with food in the mouth is dangerous as the foodstuff 

can get into the windpipe and may choke the digestive system. 
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 Eating, anyway, is a serious business not to be trifled with by any jocular diversion. 

Laughter comes best when it is free of encumbrances, whether it is constricting food or 

the need to humour the boss. 

 

II   On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes on it, using headings 

and subheadings. Also use recognizable abbreviations wherever necessary. Use a 

format you consider suitable. Supply an appropriate title.                                   (5) 

 

II Write a summary of the above passage in your own words. (60 word)            (3) 

                       

       

                                                  SECTION - B  

 

                            (Advanced Writing Skills & Grammar– 30 Marks) 
 

Q4.Your school is organizing an annual fete to collect funds for charity. Only school 

students are eligible to put up stalls. As Head Boy/Head Girl of the Meera 

International School, draft a notice in not more than 50 words, giving all the 

necessary details. 

                                                                                                                        4 Marks 

                                                                                                                                                            OORR  

You are Personal Assistant to G.M., ABC Metal Tools Company, Mumbai. Your 

General Manager has asked you to draft a Classified advertisement for a local daily 

for the post of two engineers. Draft the advertisement in not more than 50 words. 

  

  

Q5.You are concerned about the advertisements in the media which are focused on 

children and aim at targeting them as their prospective buyers. Write a letter to the 

Editor, The Times of India, New Delhi, protesting strongly against this trend in 

customer management, in about 150 words. You are Aakash/Aakriti of 58, Mohan 

Nagar, New Delhi.                                                                                          6 Marks  

                                                

                                                                                                                                                            OORR  

 

Write a letter to the Managing Director, Fantasy Food, Mumbai, to find out the 

rates, for conducting the Class XII farewell party, enquiring about catering cost per 

head, service charges and advance to be paid. Write the letter in not more than 150 

words.  
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Q6. It can be observed that in every nook and corner young boys and girls keep on 

talking on cell phones for hours together. This is not the proper use of cell phones. 

Write an article in about 200 words for a national daily on the topic ‘Cell phone is 

for communication and not for amusement’. You are Prasant/Pallavi.            

                                                                                                                                                    OORR                                                                                  1100  MMaarrkkss  

 

   You have secured 95 percent mark in English. Your English teacher has 

persuaded you to share the secret of your success with your school mates. You 

decide to give a speech ‘English is an extremely scoring subject’ in the morning 

assembly. Write the speech in about 200 words. 

  

Q7.  TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ppaassssaaggee  hhaass  nnoott  bbeeeenn  eeddiitteedd..  TThheerree  iiss  aann  eerrrroorr  iinn  eeaacchh  lliinnee..  WWrriittee  

tthhee  iinnccoorrrreecctt  wwoorrdd  aanndd  tthhee  ccoorrrreeccttiioonn  iinn  yyoouurr  aannsswweerr  sshheeeett  aass  ggiivveenn  bbeellooww..  

RReemmeemmbbeerr  ttoo  uunnddeerrlliinnee  tthhee  wwoorrdd  tthhaatt  yyoouu  hhaavvee  ssuupppplliieedd..   

                                                                                                      (½ x 8 = 4) 

                                                                                                    Error    Correction 

Right at the panwallah on the street corner                             (a) _______________ 

till the top notch manager everybody is                                  (b) _______________ 

frantic to cricket. Ours has become a                                      (c) _______________ 

cricket love society. One would be condemned                      (d) _______________ 

if he don’t talk of cricket these days                                        (e) _______________ 

The game of cricket is gaining popularly                                (f) _______________ 

day to day. It is becoming a professional                                (g) _______________ 

game involving lot of strategy, play or practice.                     (h) _______________                                                                                                               

 

Q8. In the unedited passage given below, one word has been omitted in each line. 

Write the missing word along with the word that comes before and the word that 

comes after it in your answer sheet. Ensure that the word that forms your answer is 

underlined.                                                                                   

                                                                                                      (½ x 8 = 4)  

 When he was younger had fallen sick, everyone                           (a) __________ 

in the neighborhood had come to ask his health                             (b) __________ 

Now, when his days drawing to a close, no one                             (c) __________ 

visited him. Most of old friends were dead. His                             (d) __________ 

sons had grown up; One was working a local                                 (e) __________ 

garage, the other had stayed in Bangalore he                                  (f) __________ 

was working. The children had bought kites                                   (g) __________ 

from him ten years ago were now adults, struggling for living.      (h) __________        

                                                                                                                                                                       



 

  

 

7 

 

  QQ99..  LLooookk  aatt  tthhee  wwoorrddss  aanndd  pphhrraasseess  bbeellooww..  RReeaarrrraannggee  tthheemm  ttoo  ffoorrmm  mmeeaanniinnggffuull  

sseenntteenncceess..        (1x 2= 2) 

 i)  on adequate / and / depends / preparation / indomitable / success / 

    determination 

 ii) to generate / sincere / in the / the government / rural areas / make / efforts / 

    should / employment 

  

                                                       SECTION - C 

                            (Literature  & Long Reading Text– 30 Marks) 

 

QQ1100..  RReeaadd  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  eexxttrraaccttss  aanndd  aannsswweerr  tthhee  qquueessttiioonnss  tthhaatt  ffoollllooww::                    (3) 

 

(For song, issuing from its birthplace, after fulfillment wandering Reck’d 

or unreck’d, duly with love returns) 

 

1. There words have been put in a bracket because 

a) They are not a part of the poem 

b) They sum up the theme of the poem. 

c) They are the poet’s comment on what the rain has said. 

d) They are poet’s personal views. 

 

2.  The origin of the song is 

a) Land 

b) Mind 

c) Soil 

d) sky 

 

3. The song gets fulfillment when 

a) people listen to it 

b) people appreciate it 

c) people recite it. 

d) None of the above.    

                                                                                          OORR    

I would have him prodigal, returning to 

his father’s house, the home he knew, 

Rather than see him make and move. His world. 

I would forgive him too, shaping from sorrow a new love. 

 

1. What does the father want his son to do? 

a) to forgive him 

b) to move to his new house 

c) to reduce his expenses 
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      d) to come back to his father’s house 

 

2. How can the poet’s behaviour be described here? 

a) Angry 

b) Cooperative 

c) Forgiving 

d) Thoughtful 

3. Which one of the following is not a synonym of ‘forgive’? 

a) Apologize 

b) Excuse 

c) Pardon 

      d) Antagonize. 

              

            QQ1111..  AAnnsswweerr  aannyy  tthhrreeee  ooff  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  qquueessttiioonnss  iinn  aabboouutt  4400  wwoorrddss  eeaacchh..  

                                                                                                                                                        (3x3=9) 

i) “Optimism and courage help to tide over difficulties”. How did the narrator succeed in            

searching the small island? 

ii) How did Crocker- Harris react to Taplow’s action of laughing at his joke?                                                  

iii) How does Mrs. Fitzgerald plan to deal with the family of Mrs. Pearson? 

iv) Comment on the title of the story ‘Ranga’s Marriage’. 

  

QQ1122..  AAnnsswweerr  aannyy  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  qquueessttiioonn  iinn  aabboouutt  112255  wwoorrddss..              (1x6=6) 

 

Compare and contrast Andrew’s emotional, mental and physical state at the beginning of 

the story and at the end.  

                                                                                                      

                                                               OR  

“Forests precede mankind, deserts follow”. Explain the validity of this remark in the light 

of reading ‘The Ailing Planet: The Green Movement’s Role’. 

                   

QQ1133..  AAnnsswweerr  aannyy  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  qquueessttiioonn  iinn  aabboouutt  115500  wwoorrddss..                       (1x6=6)                                                                                                               

      
 The Canterville Ghost presents  more instances of  belied expectations and  terrors than 
that of  frightening incidents usually incorporated in ghost novels. Discuss. 

  
                                                           OR 

 

Though Oscar Wilde tells a humorous tale he also delivers a message through the story 

‘The Canterville Ghost’. What is the message?                                                        

  

QQ1144..  AAnnsswweerr  aannyy  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  qquueessttiioonn  iinn  aabboouutt  112255  wwoorrddss..                                    (1x6=6) 
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Write a note on the humour in the story ‘The Canterville Ghost’. 

                                                                 

                                                               OR 

Virginia holds a composite dialogue to bring two cultures together. Justify it. 

                                              ************************** 

 

  

                                                                                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


