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Section A – Reading (20 marks) 

Q1. Read the passage carefully and answer the questions    8mks.  

 

In the beginning of years, when the world was so new and all, and the Animals were just 

beginning to work for Man, there was a Camel, and he lived in the middle of a Howling Desert 

because he did not want to work and besides, he was a Howler himself. So he ate sticks and 

thorns and milkweed and prickles. He was most excruciating idle; and when anybody spoke to 

him he said ‘Humph!’ Just ‘Humph!’ and no more. 

Presently the Horse came to him on Monday morning, with a saddle on his back and a bit in his 

mouth, and said, “Camel, O Camel, come out and trot like the rest of us.” 

“Humph!” said the Camel; and the Horse went away and told the Man.  

Presently the Dog came to him, with a stick in his mouth, and said, “Camel, O Camel, come and 

fetch and carry like the rest of us.  

“Humph!” said the Camel; and the Dog went away and told the Man. 

Presently the Ox came to him, with the yoke on his neck and said, “Camel, O Camel, come and 

plough like the rest of us.” 

“Humph!” said the Camel; and the Ox went away and told the Man.  

At the end of the day the Man called the Horse and the Dog and the Ox together, and said, 

“Three, O Three, I’m very sorry for you (with the world so new-and-all); but that Humph-thing 

in the Desert can’t work, or he would have been here by now, so I am going to leave him alone, 

and you must work double-time to make up for it.  

 

i. When did the animals begin working for Man ?(1) 

ii. Who said “Camel, O camel come, and fetch and carry like the rest of us” ?(1) 

iii. Why did the camel live in the middle of the Howling Desert ?(1) 

iv. At the end of the day whom did the Man call ?(1) 

v. What did the camel eat ?(1) 

vi. Write the Past Tense of speak ?(1) 

vii. Find a word from the passage which means the following  

 a. extremely (1) 

 b. Till the soil for farming (1) 

Q1. (b). Read the given passage and answer the questions that follow:       (6m) 

Earthquakes: Movement of the Earth’s Crust 

Earthquakes are the shaking and moving of the ground when energy is released in waves. These 

waves are called seismic waves. These waves are similar to ocean waves, which move through 

water. Seismic waves, however, move through the ground. Most earthquakes are caused by the 

movement of large sections of the Earth’s crust, called plates. The place where two plates meet is 



called a fault. Faults look like large cracks in the ground. If the two plates move in different 

directions, they build up energy at the fault line. When enough energy builds up, the stress on the 

fault becomes too great and it ruptures. This releases the energy and the ground starts to shake. 

Earthquakes can also be caused by other natural events, such as landslides and volcanoes. Man-

made earthquakes happen because of nuclear testing and mining explosions. The first movement 

of an earthquake, called the main shock, is often followed by smaller ground trembles, called 

aftershocks. These aftershocks occur when the plates are settling into their new position. 

Aftershocks can continue for days after the main shock. There are an estimated 500,000 

earthquakes around the world each year. Most are so mild that they are only recorded on 

scientific instruments. Only about 100,000 can be felt by humans. Of these, only about 19 a year 

cause major damage. Major earthquakes in populated areas can cause huge destruction. 

Buildings collapse, roads and bridges buckle and crack, and electrical and gas lines break and 

cause fires. If the earthquake happens in the ocean, it makes a series of huge ocean waves called 

a tsunami. The tsunami travels until it finally reaches land, where it causes large flooding. 

Scientists are searching for ways to predict earthquakes. They study the historical patterns of 

earthquakes and monitor the movement of the plates with seismic equipment. Though they 

cannot predict an exact date of a future earthquake, still they have a better understanding of when 

earthquakes are more likely to happen. 

 Complete the sentences with suitable answers 

i: Earthquakes are_______________________. 

ii.Man- made earthquakes happen because of______________. 

iii: If the earthquake happens in the ocean, it makes ____________. 

iv: There are an estimated_________________ each year.  

v:____________ travels until it finally reaches land, where it causes large flooding. 

vi: The first movement of an earthquake, called the main shock, is often followed 

by_____________. 

Q2. Read the poem given below and answer the questions that follow.   6 mks.  

Friends  

How good to lie a little while 

And look up through the tree! 

The sky is like a kind, big smile 

Bent sweetly over me.  

 

The sunshine flickers through the lace   

Of leaves above my head; 

And kisses me upon the face  



Like Mother, before bed.  

 

The wind comes stealing o’er the grass 

To whisper pretty things; 

And though I cannot see him pass,  

I feel his careful wings.  

 

So many gentle friends are near,  

Whom one can scarcely see,  

A child should never feel a fear, 

Wherever he may be. 

 

                                      Abbie Farwell Brown  

 

i.  Why does the poet say that it is good to lie down for a little while ? 

ii.  The lace through which the sunshine flickers refers to what ? 

iii.  Why the child does not need to be afraid ? 

iv.  Whom does the poet compare sunshine to ? 

v.  What does the wind do ? 

vi.  Write the Rhyming words from this poem for 

1. things ____________      2. lace ____________ 

 

Section B – Writing and Grammar (30 marks). 

 

Q3.(a)  Write a paragraph on the ‘Indian Farmer’ in about 70 words     5 mks.  

 

Q3.(b) Write a letter of encouragement to your friend who has failed in the final examination.     

           5 mks.  

Q4.(a) With the help of the given outline complete this story in 100 words. Write a title to the 

story.               5 mks.  

Two friend - passing - dense forest - heard - animal screaming - found a lion - the ground - too 

scared to go near - one suggested - if helped - he might eat - the other kind - said should help - 

not worry about result - went closer - found - thorn - its paw - removed - started running - but 

lion - stopped - thanked - promised - help them when needed - friends - continued journey. 

Q4.(b) Design a poster on “Save Water”.          5 mks.  

Q5. (a). Fill in the blanks with suitable gerunds or  infinitives.             3mks 

i. My brother hates __________films.  

ii. They will have _______________ to another house.  

iii. He likes ____________ poetry. 

iv. I am not afraid of __________ the truth. 

v. This afternoon we spent __________ cards. 

vi. Everybody wishes ___________ in life. 

 

Q5. (b). Divide the following sentence into subject and predicate.  3mks 

i. Many people came to witness the auspicious occasion.  

ii. I have a lot of new books to read. 



iii. The bird and the little chicks make a lot of noise. 

iv. Mother was elated because of my result.  

v. The defensive technique of the Australian batsmen were foiled by the Indian bowlers. 

vi. Allison likes to play football. 

Q6. Pick out the transitive verbs from the sentences given below.  2 mks. 

i. The boy cut his hand with a knife. 

ii. The policeman blew his whistle. 

iii. I took shelter under a tree. 

iv. The girl easily lifted the heavy box. 

Q7. Change the following sentences into indirect speech.   2 mks.  

i. Rama said, “Mohan is a smart boy.” 

ii. He said, “Mary came at night.” 

 

Section C - Literature (30 marks) 

Read the extract and answer the following questions.              4 mks.   

Q8.(a).‘No, --- I didn’t. --- But my present will make up for it.  

i. What had the speaker not said or thought of?  

ii. How would his present ‘make up’ for it? 

iii. What was the present? 

iv. Explain the context. 

 

Q8.(b)."MotiLal nearly dropped down in disappointment".   3 mks. 

i. Name the lesson from which this extract is taken.  

ii. Why did MotiLal nearly drop down in disappointment? 

iii. Explain the context. 

 

Q9.(a). Complete the following sentences        4mks.  

i. How did MotiLal accept defeat? 

ii. Why was the problem ‘tricky’? 

iii. Why did Joe call Father ‘smart’? 

iv. How did Tom Sawyer find School? 

Q9.(b). Answer the following questions.                  12mks. 

i. Which actions of Sid show that he really believed Tom was in great pain? 

ii. Why did many people want to buy the mares? 

iii. Why did Joe call Father ‘smart’? 

iv. For what did MotiLal wait in ‘agonising silence’? 

v. Why was the sage unhappy? 

vi. Who cooked the grand feast? Write briefly what was made. 

Q10. Write a character sketch of MotiLal in about 60 words.                3mks.  

 

Q11. You helped your friend when he needed you the most. Answer in about 60 words.  

         4 mks 

 


