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INDIAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL, KUWAIT 

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT -I  

ENGLISH 

CLASS VIII         MAX MARKS: 70 

General Instructions:                                                                                         Time: 3 hrs.                                                                                      

a) This paper is divided into three sections. (A, B, and C) 

b) All the sections are compulsory. 

c) Separate instructions are given with each section and question. 

d) Read carefully and follow the instructions. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

  

SECTION- A: READING -10 MARKS 

Q1. (a). Read the following passage carefully:                                       (1x8=8 Marks) 

Helen Adams Keller was born a healthy child in Tuscumbia, Alabama on June 27, 1880. Her parents were 

Kate Adams Keller and Colonel Arthur Keller. When she was less than 2 years old, she became very ill. 

While she recovered from her illness, she lost her eyesight and hearing. When Helen was 7, her parents 

hired a teacher for her. The teacher, Anne Sullivan, was able to bring Helen out of her dark, silent world by 

teaching her sign language. Anne was a 20 - year old graduate of the Perkins School for the Blind. Anne 

underwent many botched operations at a young age before her sight was partially restored. Anne began 

teaching Helen by manually signing into the child's hand. Anne had brought a doll that the children at 

Perkins had made. By spelling “d -o -l -l" into the child's hand, she hoped to teach her to connect objects 

with letters.  Helen would feel each sign with her fingers to determine the meaning. She quickly learned to 

form letters in this way.Helen Kellerwould go on to be a writer, lecturer and activist. 

    From the beginning of her education Miss. Sullivan made it a practice to speak to her as she would speak 

to any hearing child; the only difference was that she spelled the sentences into Helen’s hand instead of 

speaking them. If Helen did not know the words and idioms necessary to express her thoughts Miss. 

Sullivan supplied them, even suggesting conversation when Helen was unable to keep up her end of the 

dialogue. 

     This process was continued for several years; for the deaf child does not learn in a month, or even in two 

or three years, the numberless idioms and expression used in the simplest daily interaction. The little hearing 

child learns these from constant repetition and imitation. The conversation she hears in her home stimulates 

her mind and suggest topics and calls forth the spontaneous expression of her own thoughts. This natural 

exchange of ideas is denied to the deaf child. Miss. Sullivan realized this, determined to supply the kinds of 
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stimulus Helen lacked.  This she did by repeating to Helen as far as possible, verbatim, what she heard, and 

by showing Helen how she could take part in the conversation. But it was a long time before Helen ventured 

to take the initiative, and still longer before she could find something appropriate to say at the right time.  

Answer the following questions:                                                                                             

a. Who were Helen's parents? 

b. What happened to Helen Keller at the age of 2? 

c. Write about Anne Sullivan. 

d. From the beginning of her education what all practices were done by Miss. Sullivan? 

e. Helen learns the numberless idioms and expressions used in the simplest daily interaction. How? 

f. What kind of language was used by Miss. Sullivan to teach Helen? 

g. What was Miss Sullivan’s determination? 

h. Was Helen able to speak in the future? 

Q1. (b). Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.          1x6=6 Marks 

Unfortunately, we have not been able to recognise the concept of respecting, caring and helping older 

generation in a systematic way as some of the countries in the West have done. This is not to suggest that 

our culture and history do not recognize this phase of life. There have been many practices of caring and 

helping old people in our system. But, with the dismantling of the joint family system, the problem has 

assumed newer and complicated proportions. Although we have started recognising the needs of the young 

but when it comes to the old, we have blissfully chosen to ignore them and have left them to fend for 

themselves. 

There are old aged homes, residential units for lower income groups in particular districts where there is a 

part-time medical officer to attend to the inmates. Then there are day-care centres and mobile medicare 

services besides other NGOs (Non-Governmental Organisations).  

Old age homes in the country are not only insufficient but also ill-equipped to cater to old people. This 

should be the responsibility of the state since it needs close and regular monitoring. The social welfare 

departments in the Government have very little to boast when it comes to caring for the older generation. 

Society, too, has an important role to play. It must begin by respecting the aged and placing them before 

anyone else's interest. In the West, if an old person is climbing down the stairs, he or she is helped. It is this 

kind of mindset that is in need. Offering seats to the old, helping them cross the roads, assisting them carry 

their bags, fetching them water, etc. are some gestures which increase acceptability of old people.  

In the family, senior citizens deserve a better deal. They have given everything to their families and have the 

right to be recognized as important members.  Sending old parents to deposit electricity bills, asking them to 

fetch children from schools and to guard the house while the rest of the family is away. These are some of 

the many tasks thrust upon them. This becomes nothing short of enslaving the weakest class of people. 

On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following questions. 

(a) What is the general attitude of the people of our country towards senior citizens? 

(b) What has added to the problems of older generations in the Indian social background? 

(c) What has the dismantling of the joint family system has brought about?  

(d) Why should the care of the elderly be the responsibility of the state? 

(e) Find the synonym of 'joyfully' in paragraph 1. 

(f) Find the synonym of 'occupant' in paragraph 2. 
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Q2. Read the following poem carefully and answer thequestions that follow. 1x6=6 Marks 

Freedom 

Freedom is the right to do 

Anything that pleases you,  

As long as you keep in sight 

That others also have a right. 

 

Have you the right to kill a cat? 

Oh no! It’s wrong, just consider that 

The cat has the right to live like you 

A right of eating and drinking too! 

 

So remember that it’s certainly wrong 

To deprive a nightingale its song 

To cheat the poor people as rich men do 

To rob the innocent, as robbers do 

 

To injure someone to win a race 

To despise some and others embrace 

To disobey every other rule 

And drown a swimmer in the pool. 

 

And shout and scream like a fool 

Disrespecting the teachers in the school 

So never forget that although you are free, 

You should think of others, not only ‘ME’. 

 

a. Why should a person not take advantage of animals and birds like cat and nightingale? 

b. What mentioned in the poem is not good? 

c. What do rich men and robbers do? 

d. What is freedom? How can it be used appropriately? 

e. Find another word which means 'to take away'? 

f. Write the antonym of 'love' from the poem. 

 

SECTION –B: WRITING&GRAMMAR -30MARKS 

Q3.(a). Given below are a few details about your grandmother. Use the  

information to write her short bio-sketch.       4 Marks 

Birth : in 1955 in a wealthy family 

Education: formal education till B.A English from  prestigious Madras Christian College 

Achievements: best teacher award from the President of India in 1995 

Interests : versatile genius- renowned author, written 12 books for children - keen and active in programmes 

for children.  
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Q3.(b). You are Ajay/Anitha of 101, Sector - 8, Panchkula. You are greatly distressed by the way how 

motorists drive recklessly and so have decided to write a letter to the Editor of 'The Tribune’, on the subject 

“Speed thrills but kills ". (100 - 150 words)       6 Marks 

"Collision with rotary leaves three injured - Three youth lost their lives - three others wereleft battling for 

theirs when their Honda City rammed into a roundabout in the early hours of Monday."  

Q4. (a). You are Ashok / Asha of class VIII. Recently many inter - school competitions and matches have 

been organized in your school. Write a diary entry describing your stupendous victory over the reigning 

chess champion.           5 Marks 

Q4. (b). Q.7.You are Raj / Riya, the head boy/girl, of Citadel School, Mumbai. Write a notice to be put up on the 

school notice board regarding the inter house debate competition.    5 Marks 

Q5. (a)Fill in the blanks with the correct phrasal verb.(3) 

 (Getting on, closed down, figure out, work out, grew apart, turn in.) 

a. It is difficult to predict the outcome. Things don’t ………………as you expect. 

b. I was so tired that I decided to ………………………….early. 

c. The school has…………………… the swimming pool after the accident. 

d. How is Mom …………………. with the driving lessons? 

e. It was a very difficult problem. I couldn’t  ..........................the solution. 

f. My best friend and I  ..........................after we changed schools. 

Q5. (b) Complete the sentences using ‘although,  in spite of ,because, for or as’.             (3) 

a. My class is not going to vote for Dinesh ………………….. they don’t think he is smart. 

b. They have lived in Pune …………..five years but still haven’t learnt to speak Marathi. 

c. ………………….they played well, they lost the game. 

d. The class made a lot of noise ………………….. the warning from the Principal. 

e.  .......................... the harsh weather conditions, the match proceeded as planned. 

f. Reshma achieved success in her life  ...................... of her hard work. 

Q6.  Identify whether simile, metaphor or personification is used. (2) 

a. The train huffed and puffed as it moved up the hill like an old man. 

b. The stars danced playfully in the moonlit sky. 

c. The fireworks were a lantern in the sky. 

d. The snow whispered as it fell to the ground.  

 

Q7. (i) Underline the gerunds and write the sentences changing the gerunds into infinitives.   (1) 

a. Kapil went to Delhi for spending some time with his family. 

b. It takes a lot of guts for jumping from the second floor. 

 (ii) Choose the correct option.                              (1) 

a. Read………………. question carefully before you start writing. (every/each) 

b. ………………… Roshni or Rinu will take call if you call the office. (either/ both) 
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SECTION – C- LITERATURE -30 MARKS 

  

Q8. (a). Read the following extract and answer the following questions. 

 “There was mounting’ mong Graemes of the Netherby clan:    (4) 

Frosters, Fenwicks, AndMusgraves, 

a. Was Lochinvar aware about the consequence? 

b. Name the clans or families who were friendly with Ellen’s father? 

c. Identify the poem and the poet? 

d. Write a synonym for ‘ clan’. 

 

Q8. (b).“TwoO’clock.  His mind also complained at the horrible hour and he wondered why children 

always had to be born at such improper times.”      (3) 

a. Who was “he"? 

b. Why was it called the"horrible hour"? 

c. Where was he supposed to go? 

Q9. (a). Answer the following questions in a sentence or two. (3) 

a. How did Jenny spend her time while her husband was at sea? 

b. What did the father ask Lochinvar? 

c. What was significant about the sergeant’s appearance?  

 

Q9. (b). Answer the following questions in 30 - 40 words. (10) 

a. What was Henry Higgins opinion about Eliza’s dialect? (2) 

b. How is the boy"Madan" described? (2) 

c.What do you think the doctor carried an automatic pistol with him in the car? (2) 

d. What kind of love does Sir Cecil Spring Rice profess for his country? (2) 

e. What reason did Lochnivar give for going to the NetherbyHall?  (2) 

 

Q10. " The thin thread of intimacy could not stand the strong pull of ego". Elucidate on the bitter 

reality of human nature which remains confined to barriers of class, creed and status. (5) 

Q11. “Through the open door we could see the three cooks standing against the wall as if at bay; and 

from within came the monotonous beat of a familiar voice.”Analyse and evaluate the character of 

Private Quelch. (5)  
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