
 

                                  THE INDIAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL, KUWAIT 

SECOND TERMINAL  EXAMINATION 

ENGLISH -- X 

Time  :3Hours                                                                                                      M.Marks:80                                                                                                 

                                   GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 

I. The question paper is divided into three sections : 

                          SECTION A : Reading 20 MARKS 

                          SECTION B : Writing and Grammar 30 MARKS 

                          SECTION C : Literature 30 MARKS 

II. All questions are compulsory. 

III. You may attempt any section at a time.  

IV. All questions of that particular section must be attempted in the correct order. 

 

                                        SECTION   A     READING       20 Marks 

1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:    

Sprouts relatively contain the largest amount of nutrients per unit of any food known to man. 

Sprouts produce a fountain of power for chemical changes. Enzymes are produced, starch gets 

converted into glucose. Protein is transformed into amino acid and vitamin value increases. In 

fact a new explosion of life force takes place. According to a study the vitamin C value of 

wheat increases 600 percent in the early sprouting period. It is found that cancer was inhibited 

up to 90% when healthy bacteria were exposed to a cancer causing substance in the presence 

of juice made from wheat sprouts. 

2. Enzymes which initiate and control almost every chemical reaction in our bodies are greatly 

activated in the sprouting process. Enzymes spark the entire digestive system to synthesize the 

nutrients in our food into blood. They are the key to longevity. 

3. Sprouts are enjoyed more when they are fresh. Mix sprouts with other food and dressing 

according to your taste and enjoy eating them. But eat them , you must, everyday! You will 

soon realise that making sprouts a part of your life has dramatic effect on your health. With 

this live food, all the cells of your body will become active and agile. 

4. The nourishment which develops as the sprouts grow is very stable and can be frozen or 

dried for future. Sprouted Potatoes and Tomato seeds are likely to be poisonous. Alfalfa and 

moong dal sprouts are excellent soft food. They are almost predigested and can be easily 

assimilated even by the children and the elderly. They contain every known vitamin in the 

perfect balance for human body. 

 



 

1.1 Attempt any eight of the following questions on the basis of the passage you have read. 

                                                                                                                              (1X8=8Marks) 

    a)  Sprouts are useful because they are........................ 

    b)  The vitamin C value of.............. increases by 600 percent in the  

            early sprouting period. 

   c)    .............. seeds are likely to be poisonous. 

   d)   They are “the key to longevity” .They refer to ............ 

   e)   A word from the passage which means to combine a large range of     

           something is  ............ 

    f)  Why should we eat sprouts? 

   g)  The effect of sprouts in our body is that................ 

   h)   Enzymes are needed in our body because................ 

   i)    What is the health benefit of wheat sprouts  ? 

2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:       (12Marks)                                                                                                                                

EXCERPT FROM “WINGS OF FIRE” 

A  large  variety  of  materials  go  into  the  making  of  a launch  vehicle—  both  metallic  

and  non-metallic,  which include composites and ceramics. In metals, different types of 

stainless steel, alloys of aluminium, magnesium, titanium, copper, beryllium, tungsten and 

molybdenum are used. 

Composite  materials  are  composed  of  a  mixture  or combination of two or more constituents 

which differ in form and  material  composition  and  which  are  essentially insoluble in one 

another. The materials which combine may be metallic, organic or inorganic.  While  other  

material combinations  possible  are  virtually  unlimited,  the  most typical composites in 

launch vehicles are made of structural  constituents,  embedded  in  a  matrix.  We  used  a  

large variety  of  glass  fibre  reinforced  plastic  composites  and opened  avenues  for  the  

entry  of  Kevlar,  polyamides  and carbon-carbon composites. Ceramics are special types of 

baked clay used for microwave transparent enclosures. We considered using ceramics, but had 

to reject the idea then due to technological limitations. 

Through mechanical engineering, these materials are transformed into hardware.  In  fact,  of  

all  the  engineering disciplines  which  feed  directly  into  the  development  of rocketry,  

mechanical  engineering  is  perhaps the most intrinsic  one. Be it a sophisticated system like a 

liquid engine or a piece of hardware as simple as a fastener, its ultimate fabrication calls for 

expert mechanical engineers and precision machine tools.  We decided to develop important 

technologies like welding techniques for low-alloy stainless steel, electroforming techniques, 

and ultra-precision process tooling. We also decided to make some important  machines  in-

house,  like  the  254-litre  vertical mixer  and  the  groove  machining  facility  for  our  third  



and fourth  stages. Many  of  our  subsystems  were  so  massive and  complex  that  they  

implied  sizeable  financial  outlays. 

Without  any  hesitation,  we  approached  industries  in  the private sector and developed 

contract management plans which  later  became  blueprints  for  many  government-run science 

and technology business organizations.  

Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam   

 2.1 On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer any four of the following questions 

in about 30-40 words each :                                                            (2X4=8) 

                                                                                                                                                     

i) What are the two basic characteristics of composite materials? 

ii) Why didn’t the narrator use ceramics into the making of a launch vehicle? 

iii) Why does the narrator term mechanical engineering as the most interesting   

           and valuable engineering discipline? 

iv) How did the private industries contribute in making of the launch vehicle? 

v)         What is composite material? 

  2.2 On the basis of your reading of the passage, fill in any two of the following blanks with 

appropriate words/phrases. (1X2=2)     

i. Things are transformed to hardware through ………………… 

ii.  Many  government-run science and technology business organizations use ……………….  

   as a  blue print. 

iii. …………………………..is special type of baked clay. 

 2.3. Attempt any two of the following. Find out the words that mean the same as under:                          

(1X2=2)      

i. a substance which does not dissolve in a liquid(Para-2) 

ii. ‘very interesting or valuable’ ( Para-3 )  

iii. a substance which does not dissolve in a liquid(Para-2) 

                             SECTION B - WRITING AND GRAMMAR   30 Marks 

3. A survey reveals that most of our health related problems are due to our over fascination  

with modern gadgets like smart phones, lap tops, television and video games. The findings of 

the survey compel you to share your views on the issue and you decide to write a letter to the 

Editor of a newspaper. On the basis of your understanding of the MCB unit Science and your 

own understanding write the letter.        (100-120 words , 8 Marks)                                                                        

                                                             OR 

You are the Manager of Taj. Write a letter to the Manager of  The Gate Way placing your order 

for furnishing crockery items for your restaurant. (100-120 words , 8 Marks) 



4. Write a short story, in about 200-250 words, with any one set of the cues given in the boxes 

below. Give a suitable title to the story . (10marks) 

Raj wishes to be a champion footballer, so what if he is poor and his parents can’t get him 

admitted in any football academy. He will realise his dream one day but how…….       

                                                               OR 

 Anuj had gone on a holiday for one month and when he returns, he turns the key in the lock 

and opens the door. To his horror, he finds………….                                                                                                               

  5.Fill in any four of the blanks with  appropriate words  and complete the below given 

passage:    (4marks)  

Tokyo was rocked by its (a) ------ earthquake in more than a year today, but escaped (b) ----- 

little damage because it (c) ------ centered far beneath the floor of the Pacific Ocean .The quake 

(d) -------- struck shortly before noon with a magnitude of 6.6 ,(e) -------- large buildings sway 

back and forth .  

6 . In the passage given below one word has been omitted in each line. Write any four of  the 

missing word along with the word that comes before and the word that comes after it in your 

answer sheet against the correct blank number.          (4x1=4) 

Many people have grown up in              e.g. people who have   

multi-child families think that single             (a)   

child family a very fortunate one.             (b)   

They mention such benefits lack             (c)                        

of competition parental love in             (d)   

such families. According them each             (e)   

of the child possesses large wardrobe     

for keeping his/her clothes.   

7. Read the conversation between Anita and Prakash. Then report the paragraph that follows 

filling in any four of the blanks:   (4marks)                                                                                                        

Anita: What do want to do this morning? 

Prakash: I feel like taking a walk. It‘s so nice outside. 

Anita: Great, let‘s walk around the lake in the park. 

Prakash: It‘s really rocky here. 

Anita: Yes, watch your steps so you don‘t trip. 

Anita asked Prakash (a) _________. Prakash answered that he (b) ______ . It was so nice 

outside. Anita agreed to this and suggested (c) ____________. Then Prakash observed that (d) 

____________. Anita cautioned him _______________________ 

 



SECTION D  LITERATURE  30 Marks 

8. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. Write the answers in 

your answer sheet in one or two lines only.                                                          (4marks) 

1. “The evil that men do lives after them .The good is oft interred with their bones; so let it be 

with Caesar. “ 

a) Mention the speaker and the addressees? 

b) What is the context? 

c) What good had Caesar done according to the speaker? 

d) What evidence does the speaker give to prove it? 

                                      OR 

2. “…stamped on these lifeless things 

The hand that mocked them, and the heart that fed. 

 And on the pedestal these words appear, 

“My name is Ozymandias, king of Kings, 

Look on my works, ye Mighty, and despair” 

a) What literary device does the poet use in the second line? 

b) Who should look on Ozymandias’s work and despair? 

c) What does ‘the hand’ here refer to? 

d) Explain “lifeless things’. 

9. Answer any four of the following questions in 30 to 40 words: (8marks) 

1. What makes Helen, the ghost, and her other co-ghosts to organise ‘The Writer’s Inspiration 

Bureau’? 

2. Why does Michael fail in his first three attempts in rescuing Sebastian? 

3.How does the Wedding Guest feel while listening to the story of the Ancient Mariner? 

4. ‘PatolBabu had acted in many a play but still he felt nervous because he hadn’t got his 

dialogues to rehearse’. What does this suggest about him? 

 5. Why does the poet make reference to the albatross in the poem Snake? 

 10 a. Patience and hard work go a long way in achieving your goals. How does Patol Babu 

win the admiration of the director through a very small role. Write in 80-100 words. 

                                                              OR       

b. The ravages of time spare none and reduce all worldly power .pelf and glory to dust. 

Describe the main idea and message that the poet , P.B.Shelley , wants to convey through 

Ozymandias. 

11. ‘The best and most beautiful things in the world can’t be seen or even touched. They must 

be felt with the heart.’ Justify the famous quote of Helen Keller. 

                                                  OR 



Write a pen-portrait of Helen Keller. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


