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THE INDIAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL KUWAIT 
 

II MID TERM EXAMINATION 2017-18 
 

XI ENGLISH 
TIME 2 HOURS                       MARKS 50 
________________________________________________ 
General Instructions 
This Question paper is divided into three sections 
Section A Reading 
Section B Writing and Grammar 
Section C Literature and Long Reading Text 
 
  
1.Read the following passage carefully:          7 marks  
1. Ants fascinate me. The restless ants are always up to something, indulging in all manner of 

amazing acts, almost demonstrating a suspicion of wisdom in their tiny frames. 

2. But diminutive size is no indicator of lack of common sense and sensations. In any case animal 

intelligence is a subjective judgement since we tend to view things from a human perspective. 

3. In a nutshell, if terms like intelligence aren't applicable to non-human life, for any reason, ants 

are no great fools either. Within their tiny framework, they possess and reveal behavioural patterns 

and responses displayed by larger animals: hearing, smelling, mating and more. 

4. Ants form what must perhaps be the most industrious and organized societies in nature. They've 

been around long before birds or mammals appeared. 

5. Their small size may never have been a limiting factor for them and may have saved them many 

inconveniences of larger animals. The world's largest ant is a whopping 4 cm (1 ½ inch) long. 

6. Ants must be the most abundant creatures around. They thrive in huge colonies that are complete 

social structures with a unique caste system. 

7. There are three prominent kinds of ants. The largest are the queens who are mature females. The 

ratio is equally one queen to a colony, she being the founder of new colonies and then spending a 

lifetime as an egg-laying machine. 

8. Though the initial period is hard work for Queen Mother, her chores and responsibilities 

gradually reduce as more and more of her progeny appear. The winged males, who appear at 

swarming time and mate with her, soon die. 

9. In comparison, the hustling, toiling worker are under-developed females who lead a life of 

absolute celibacy. But it is these that make the ant society live and outlive other bigger creatures. 

10. Ants have an excellent sense of smell. Watch them from close, and you will see the frenzied, 

rambling little insects frequently 'kissing' one another. The ants are actually passing on messages 

to one another in the form of a chemical. 

11. The variety of food that ants consume is quite astonishing. Crumbs attract them by ten 

thousands, much to the chagrin of one and all. Many feed on dead and organic matter, and it is 

common to see ant-armies dragging other insects and small animals to their larder. 

12. Of all ants, I find the Harvesters most exciting and eagerly await the onset of the rains, for now 

these little insects remain busy making new nests, like fortresses on the ground. Harvesters are 

incredible architects and make nests from plain, damp earth. 

13. The outside of their nests looks like a maze of fortress walls. Underground, the nest is rather 

complicated with special store-rooms, egg chambers and various other compartments. These ants 

go on seed-collecting safaris and hoard seeds of grasses and cereal crops, and in time of famine, 

people have been known to remove up to two kilos of grain from a nest. 

14. Hard working and industrious, that's what the ant-world is. The very wise King Solomon 

advised: "Go to the ant, thou sluggard, consider her ways and be wise: which having no guide, 

overseer or ruler, provideth her meat in the summer and gathereth her food in the harvest." 
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15. King Solomon lived a long time ago and his remark remained an entomological riddle. It was 

not until 1829, that a British army officer serving in Poona discovered that the King was right. 

This officer found ants, and Harvester Ants they were, that stored grain. 

1.1 Answer the following questions briefly.           7 

a. Why is the author fascinated by ants?      1 

b. Why does the author say "ants are no great fools"?     1 

c. What is meant by a caste system among ants?     1 

d. How is the queen ant different from other ants?     1 

e. What important role do worker ants play in ant societies?    1 

f. Describe the nests of harvester ants.      2 
 

2. Read the following passage carefully:  8 marks 

1. How often do we exclaim: "That was a mistake!" That bewildered expression of regret and panic 

gets replayed through life. Some mistakes we forget, others we don't. The mistakes can be as 

mundane as forgetting to turn the geyser off or to pick up your passport from the airport counter. 

2. Absent mindedness, preoccupation, distraction, carelessness, nervousness ... there are umpteen 

excuses to justify mistakes, however major decisions like relocations of home or an unwarranted 

resignation letter can cause much trouble and upheaval and lead to regrets that leave you sad and 

depressed. Some mistakes are irreversible - then is there room for hope? 

3. In fact, there are no mistakes, only experiences. There are no problems only challenges. Every 

experience teaches us something in life. Every mistake inspires retrospection and introspection. 

The experience is humbling and it makes us wiser. That is, if every mistake is regarded as an 

experience and not as a source of self-pity or self-condemnation. Many times people are unable to 

reconcile with change. Grooved in the blame culture and rooted in the past, they fail to realize the 

lifetime benefits they receive from changes. 

4. Nature abounds in examples of flexibility and relocation in case of birds and bests. Scientific 

research in the behaviour of birds has confirmed this. Birds, animals and even nomads, travel miles 

and miles in search of better food, congenial climate and safety. These relocations may cause some 

amount of stress, no doubt, but they are the source of survival: helping to group bonding and 

cooperation; and to explore the beauty of new space and better environment. 

5. "To the weak, problems are stumbling blocks. To the brave, they are stepping stones." An 

untimely resignation or termination letter is certainly traumatic and disturbing. But think of 

possibilities it can throw open for you. A young man felt disappointed when he failed an interview 

for a corporate job, at that point of time he felt dejected. Today, looking back he says, "It was a 

blessing in disguise. I would have never reached this far." Some mistakes bring in a very important 

message. "Believe and achieve! And in order to do so, faith is essential. It is the triple faith that 

men need today - faith in oneself, faith in the world around us, and above all faith in God!" 

 (a) On the basis of your reading the passage, make notes on it, using 
recognisable abbreviations wherever necessary. Use a format you consider 

suitable. Supply a suitable title.     5 

(b) Write a summary based on your notes.     3 

 

SECTION – B WRITING 

 

3. As Sales Promotion Officer of the Suzuki Group, draft an advertisement in not more than 50 

words, highlighting the features of your newly launched motor bike to be published in the The 

Times of India. 4 

OR 
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Write an advertisement to sell your old motorbike, to be published in the classified columns of the 

Hindustan Times..       4 

 

4. You are Mukesh / Mukta. You have been reading the news items on the different sports and 

games scams. Write a letter in about 100-150 words to the Director of Sports and Games, Sports 

Authority of India, New Delhi, stressing the need to have clean politicians and administrators if 

India has to put up a better show in the sports field. Create necessary details.              6 

OR 

Disasters find us Indians unprepared and slow to respond. Even after disaster strikes, be it flood 

or cyclone or earthquake, we are confused and unorganized. Write a letter in 100- 150 words to 

The Director, Disaster Management Committee, New Delhi, giving suggestions about disaster 

management. You may suggest having special equipment, trained personnel, better 

communication and transport and above all freedom to take quick decisions. Create necessary 

details. 

 

SECTION -  B GRAMMAR 

 

5a. Combine the sentences to form Adverbial Clause.             2 

a. It was raining heavily. We decided to go out. 

b. I did not do well in my tests. I should have studied harded..  

 

5b. Complete using a Noun Clause.              1 

I am happy that… 

 

6.Read the Newspaper headlines and complete the sentences that follow.                               2 

(a) ORGAN DONATION RULES SET TO GET TOUGHER, DECLARES MOH. 

The Health Ministry …………………that after donating an organ, you will have to produce old 

photographs showing the donor and recipient together. 
 

(b) TATTOO ARTIST'S DEATH. CALLER TRACED. 

The police ………………… the caller to West Delhi. 

 

 

SECTION – C  LITERATURE AND LONG READING TEXT 

 

7. Read the extract give below and answer the questions that follow.           4 

I descend to lave the droughts, atomies, dust-layers of the globe, 

And all that in them without me were seeds only, latent, Unborn; 

And forever, by day and night, I give back life to my  own origin,  

And make pure and beautify it: 

a.  What does ‘I’ do on descending? 

b.  How does ‘I’ affect those that have seeds in them? 

c. Explain the meaning of the last line  

 

 

8. Answer any 2 of the following.        4 

a. What are the chief biological resources of the world and what is their present condition? 

b. What did the head teacher tell Einstein about his behaviour? 

c. What advise does Mrs. Fitzgerald give Mrs. Pearson on bringing up her family? 
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9. We have not inherited this earth from our forefathers; we have borrowed it from our children. Elucidate keeping in 

mind the lesson 'The Ailing Planet'. 

 

OR 
What do you gather about Crocker-Harris  and Frank from the play? 

         5 
 

10. Where was the prophecy painted? What was the prophecy? 

OR 

How did the Canterville Ghost happen to be there at Canterville? 
 


