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Section A – Reading: 10 Marks 

 

   

Q1.   Read the passage carefully and answer the questions briefly:  5 marks 

 

The Amazon is the world's largest tropical rainforest. It covers an area of nearly 2.8 million square 

miles, which is nearly the size of the continent of Australia. The Amazon Rainforest gets its life 

from the majestic Amazon River, the world's second largest river, which runs directly through the 

heart of the region. The rainforest itself is simply the drainage basin for the river and its many 

tributaries. The vast forest itself consists of four layers, each featuring its own ecosystems and 

specially adapted plants and animals. 

 

The forest floor is the lowest region. Since only two percent of the sunlight filters through the top 

layers to the understory, very few plants grow here. The forest floor, however, is rich with rotting 

vegetation and the bodies of dead organisms, which are quickly broken down into nutrients 

integrated into the soil. Tree roots stay close to these available nutrients and decomposers, such as 

millipedes and earthworms, use these nutrients for food. 

 

The understory is the layer above the forest floor. Much like the forest floor, only about 2- 5 

percent of the sunlight reaches this shadowy realm. Many of the plants in the understory have 

large, broad leaves to collect as much sunlight as possible. The understory is so thick that there is 

very little air movement. As a result, plants rely on insects and animals to pollinate their flowers. 

 

The layer above the understory is the canopy. This is where much of the action in the rainforest 

occurs. Many canopy leaves have specially adapted leaves which form "drip tips". Drip tips allow 

water to flow off the leaves which prevents mosses, fungi, and lichens from occupying the leaves. 

Leaves in the canopy are very dense and filter about 80 percent of the sunlight. The canopy is 

where the wealth of the rainforest's fruits and flowers grow. Bromeliads, cup-like plants, provide 

drinking pools for animals and breeding locations for tree frogs. 

 

The emergent layer is above the canopy, and is the top layer of the rainforest. Trees in the 

emergent layer break through the canopy and may reach heights of 200 feet. Leaves in the 

emergent layer are small and covered with a special wax to hold water. Seeds are blown to other 

parts of the forest. Trees which rise to the emergent layer are massive. Many are braced by huge 

buttress roots. Trunks can be 16 feet in circumference. Many animals that survive in the emergent 

layer never touch the ground. 

      

a Name the world’s second largest river. 

b. Which is the lowest region of the forest? 

c. Why do the plants in the understory have broad leaves? 

d. Where do most of the fruits and flowers of the rainforest grow? 

e. What do Bromeliads provide? 

  



 

 

Q2. Read the following poem carefully and answer the following questions:             5 marks 

  

             The Worm 

 

When the earth is turned in spring 

 The worms are fat as anything.  

And birds come flying all around  

To eat the worms right off the grounds. 

They like worms just as much as I 

 Like bread and milk and apple pie. 

 And once, when I was very young, 

 I put a worm right on my tongue. 

 I didn’t like the taste a bit,  

And so I didn’t swallow it.  

But oh, it makes my mother squirm 

 Because she thinks I ate that worm!  

 

(Meaning: - squirm – wriggle)  

 

a. What did the boy do when he was young?  

b. Why do birds come flying? 

c. What does the young boy like to eat? 

d. Why does the mother squirm?  

e. Pick out the 2 pairs of rhyming words from the poem. 

 

Section B: Writing (8marks)+ Grammar(7Marks) 

 

Q3. Write a letter to your class teacher requesting her to set up a class library. 4 marks 

 

Q4. Write a report for your school magazine about the school picnic.   4 marks 

 

Q5. Complete the following sentences using the correct option.   ½ x 6 = 3 marks 

{ during, but, across, since, for, until } 

 

1. We have been waiting here ____________ 4 O’clock. 

2. I haven’t heard from them ____________ two weeks. 

3. I often stay with him ____________ holidays. 

4. There is a bridge _______________ the river. 

5. Let us wait here _______________ the rain stops. 

6. Roni ran fast, ____________ he missed the train. 

 

Q6. Write the following sentences in passive voice.    1 x 2 = 2marks 

1. Megha knits sweaters. 

2. My mother baked a cake.  

 

Q7. Fill in with correct modals   .    ½ x 4 = 2marks 

1. How ______ you have left the bathroom in such a mess?            

2. Mat ______ be lazy but he is certainly not stupid.             

   

3. I ______ speak Swedish, Dutch and Japanese.   

4. I think we are lost. The man ______ have given us the wrong directions 

 

  



 

Section C: Literature (15marks) 

 

Q8. Catch the reference.   .      1 x2 = 2marks 

 1.   Who said the following and to whom? Why? 

a)  “Why don’t you write and ask him?” 

b)  “A change will do you good!” 

 

Q9. Answer the questions briefly   .     2x3 = 6marks 

a)  Give three examples to show that Kapil was fond of, and worried about, Navin. 

b)   What did the Owl and the Pussy cat take with them? Who acted as the priest at their wedding? 

 

Q10. Based on your reading of the lesson ‘Be Prepared’, describe how Kapil exhibits more 

confidence than Navin.        4 marks 

 

Q11. Write the character sketch of ‘Navin’.     3 marks 

 

 

   


