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CLASS VIII   ENGLISH 

 
Max Marks : 40                                           Duration : 1 ½  HOURS  
   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Section A:    Reading       10 marks 

Section B:    Writing & Grammar      15 marks 

Section C:    Literature      15 marks 
 

SECTION A' READING 

Q.1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: · (5 marks) 

One of the world's greatest educators, who looked up to a child as an individual and a very special 

human being, was Maria Montessori. She gave the very young children the stimulating kindergarten, 

where children grew in an atmosphere of freedom and confidence. 

Maria Montessori was born in Chiaravalle near Ancona, Italy, in 1870. As a little girl, she was a dull 

student, unable to grasp and retain what her teacher taught her. At the age of 10, she suddenly 

changed. Besides her heightened interest in religion, she felt she had a long way to go. 

Maria began topping her class, and her parents felt that she should become a teacher. But she was 

determined to become an 

engineer. At the age of 14, she attended a technical school for boys. After a year she took up biology and 

decided to study medicine. In spite of a strong opposition from her father, she went ahead with 

medicine. 

Maria became the first Italian woman to receive a medical degree after she graduated from the 

University of Rome in 1896. After getting her degree, she joined the university's psychiatric clinic. As a 

part of her duty, she had to visit the city's mental asylum, where 

disabled children were housed with the insane. She watched the children shriek, stretching their hands 

out, with an urge to reach out or to touch something. Maria felt they needed a normal and friendly 

environment and a contact with the world. She worked out ways by which she could help the disabled 

children. 

 Answer the following questions: 

1) What was Maria's greatest achievement? 

2) How was Maria as a student? 

3) When did Maria change? 

4) What happened in 1896? 

5) Write the synonym of the word 'shelter' from the passage. 

 

  



Q.2. Read the following poem carefully. (5 Marks) 

PALANQUIN BEARERS 

Lightly, O lightly we bear her along, 

She sways like a flower in the wind of our song; 

 She skims like a bird on the foam of a stream, 

She floats like a laugh from the lips of a dream. 

 Gaily, O gaily we glide and we sing, 

We bear her along like a pearl on a string. 
 

Softly, O softly we bear her along, 

She hangs like a star in the dew of our song; 

She springs like a beam on the brow of the tide, · 

she falls like a tear from the eyes of a bride. 

 Lightly, O lightly we glide and we sing, 

We bear her along like a pearl on a string. 
Sarojini Naidu 

   Now answer the following questions: 

1) How do the palanquin bearers carry the bride?' 

2) Pick out three words showing movement from the poem. 

3) What do the palanquin bearers do while they carry the palanquin? 

4) Do the palanquin bearers feel happy or sad while carrying the burden of the palanquin? 

5) Pick out two similes/ comparisons from the poem. 

 

Section B Writing and grammar 

Q.3. Trees are being cut indiscriminately causing great ecological imbalances. As Ashwin. 

Aarti of class 8, write an article for your school magazine on the topic “Importance of 

Trees.”         (4 Marks) 

 

Q.4. You are Hema/ Himanshu of “The News Express”. You were sent to cover The annual 

day celebration of R.S. School, Bangalore. Write a news report of the event to be 

published in your newspaper.                                                                (4 Marks) 

 

Q.5. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate adjective, adverb and noun clauses. (6 X ½ = 3 

Marks)    
1) She said she will not attend the program _________________ (adverb clause) 

2) My aunt is the one _____________________________ (adjective clause) 

3) Advise your nephew that______________________ (noun clause). 

4) The new phone _________________ is on the table. (adjective clause). 

5) I couldn’t come to school___________________________ (adverb clause). 

6) My mother asked me not to go out ___________________ (adverb clause). 

 

  



Q.6. Read the following dialogue and transform it into reported speech. (1 X 2 = 2 Marks) 

Ram: Rohit, can you book a ticket to Delhi for tomorrow by G.T. Express? 

Rohit: I am sorry, the booking is closed now. 

1) Ram asked Rohit____________. 

2) Rohit replied_____________. 

 

Q.7. Fill in the blanks with appropriate transitive verbs. (1 X 2 = 2 Marks) 
1) My mother ________________. 

2) The students__________________. 

 

Section C Literature. 

 

Q.8. Read the following extract and answer the following questions. (1 X 2 = 2 Marks) 

“It’s not for your silver bright, 

But for your winsome lady.” 

1) Who said these words to whom and explain the lines? 

2) Write the meaning of the word ’winsome’ and frame a sentence using the word. 

 

Q.9. Answer the following questions in about 30-40 words. (2 X 3 = 6 Marks) 
1) Though the watch was old and cracked do you think it was valuable to the owner? Explain why? 

2) Write a short note on “Peace park”. 

3) Why was the counterpart whimpering? 

 

Q.10. “Anger is the chief reason that leads to destruction”. Explain the above statement 

with reference to Lord Ullin’s daughter in about 80-100 words. (4 Marks) 

 

Q.11. Based on your understanding of the lesson “A case of suspicion”, write a character 

sketch of Dr. Benson. (60-75 words). (3 Marks) 


