
                         

                        ENGLISH QUESTION PAPER PATTERN FOR ALL EXAMS  

                                                          & 

                   SAMPLE PAPER FOR FIRST MIDTERM EXAMINATION 

         

                 THE INDIAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL, KUWAIT 

                                           ENGLISH-CLASS 9 QUESTION PAPER PATTERN 

Topic wise weightage for Terminal Examinations - 80 marks 

Periodic test-10 marks (20/2) 

Notebook submission- 5 marks 

Subject Enrichment Activity - 5 Marks 

 

PORTION FOR FIRST MID TERM EXAMINATION  

 

MARKS 

 

SECTION A 

 

 

READING 

 

Comprehension Passage 

 

 

 20 MARKS 

 

SECTION B 

 

 

WRITING 

M.C.B 

Article, Report 

Units 1& 2 

10  MARKS 

GRAMMAR Determiners,  

Verb Forms& 

Future Time Reference 

 5 MARKS 

 

SECTION C 

 

 

 

LITERATURE 

How I Taught My Grandmother to Read 

A Dog Named Duke 

The Brook (poem) 

The Solitary Reaper (poem) 

Villa for Sale(drama) 

Gulliver's travels Book-I (chapters 1-8) 

15 MARKS 

 

  TOTAL 50 MARKS 

 

 



 

PORTION FOR SECOND MID TERM EXAMINATION  

 

MARKS 

 

SECTION A 

 

 

READING 

 

Comprehension Passage 

 

 

 20  MARKS 

 

 

SECTION B 

 

 

 

WRITING 

 

 

M.C.B 

Narrative/ 

Factual Description/ 

Bio sketch, 

Speech/ Debate 

Units 5& 6 

 

10  MARKS 

 

GRAMMAR 

Connectors 

Passive Voice 

 

 5 MARKS 

 

SECTION C 

 

 

LITERATURE 

Keeping it from Harold 

The Man Who Knew too Much 

Seven Ages (poem) 

Oh I wished I looked after me teeth (poem) 

Best Seller 

Gulliver's travels Book-II (chapters 1-8)  

 

 15 MARKS 

 

  TOTAL 50 MARKS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    



PORTION FOR FIRST TERMINAL EXAMINATION MARKS 

SECTION A READING Comprehension Passages(2) 
8 + 12 = 

20 Marks 

SECTION B 

WRITING 

 

M.C.B 

Diary entry, Article 
8 + 12 = 

20 Marks 
Story Writing  
 

Units 1 - 4 

GRAMMAR 

Determiners, 

Verb Forms, 

Future Time Reference, 

Modals 

3 + 4 + 3 = 

10 Marks 

SECTION C 

LITERATURE 

& 

LONG 

READING 

TEXT 

How I Taught My Grandmother to Read  

4 + 8 + 8 + 10 = 

30 Marks 

A Dog Named Duke 

The Brook (Poem) 

The Road Not Taken (Poem) 

The Solitary Reaper (Poem) 

Lord Ullin's Daughter (Poem) 

Villa for Sale (Drama) 

Gulliver's TravelsBook I chapters 1- 16 
  TOTAL 80 MARKS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

PORTION FOR SECONDTERMINAL EXAMINATION MARKS 

SECTION A READING Comprehension Passages(2) 
8 + 12 = 

20 Marks 



SECTION B 

WRITING 

M.C.B 

Diary entry, Article 

8 + 12 = 

20 Marks 

Story Writing  

Units 1-7 

GRAMMAR 

Connectors,  

The Passive, 

Reported Speech, 

Prepositions 

Determiners, 

Verb Forms, 

Future Time Reference, 

Modals 

3 + 4 + 3 = 

10 Marks 

SECTION C 

LITERATURE 

& 

LONG 

READING 

TEXT 

The Man Who Knew too Much 
Keeping it from Harold 
Best Seller 
The Seven Ages (Poem) 
Oh I wished I'd Looked After Me 
Teeth(Poem) 
How I Taught My Grandmother to Read 

A Dog Named Duke 
The Brook (Poem) 
The Road Not Taken (Poem) 

The Solitary Reaper (Poem) 

Lord Ullin's Daughter (Poem) 

Villa for Sale (Drama) 

 

4 + 8 + 8 + 10 = 

30 Marks 

Gulliver's Travels Book I & II 
  TOTAL 80 MARKS 

 

THE THIRD TERM WILL COVER THE ENTIRE TOPICS 

PATTERN OF QUESTION PAPER FOR TERMINAL EXAMINATIONS 

SL NO                          TOPICS             

MARKS 

1 SECTION- A –READING  

20 

2 SECTION- B- WRITING AND GRAMMAR  

30 (20+10) 

3 SECTION- C- LITERATURE  



30 

4 TOTAL  

80 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH COMMUNICATIVE (Code No. 101) 

 

CLASS – IX (2017-18) 

 

SECTION-WISE WEIGHTAGE IN ENGLISH COMMUNICATIVE 
 

Section  Total Weightage 80 

A Reading Skills 20 

B Writing Skills with Grammar 30 

C Literature Textbook and Extended Reading Text 30 

 TOTAL 80 

 

Note: 

 

 The annual examination will be of 80 marks, with a duration of three hours. 
 

 

SECTION A: READING 20 Marks 50 Periods 

This section will have two reading passages as per the details below :  

Q.1: A  Factual  passage 300-350  words  with  eight  Very  Short Answer  Type 

 Questions.  8 marks 

 

Q. 2: A Discursive passage of 350-400 words with four Short Answer Type Questions to 

test inference, evaluation and analysis and four Very Short Answer Type 

 questions to test vocabulary. 12 marks 



SECTION B: WRITING AND GRAMMAR   30 Marks 60 Periods 

Q. 3: Writing a diary/article in about 100–120 words using visual or verbal cue/s. 

 The questions will be thematically based on MCB. 8 marks 

Q. 4: Writing a short story based on a given outline or cue/s in about 200 - 250 

 words. 12 marks 

 

 

The Grammar syllabus will include the following areas in class IX : 

1. Tenses 
2. Modals 
3. Use of passive voice 
4. Subject – verb concord 
5.   Reporting 

(i).Commands and requests 
(ii).Statements 
(iii).Questions 
6. Clauses: 
(i) . Noun clauses 
(ii) . Adverb clauses of condition and time 
(iii) . Relative clauses 
7. Determiners 
8. Prepositions 
 
The above items may be tested through test types as given below:  

Q.5: Gap filling with one or two words to test Prepositions, Articles, Conjunctions and 

 Tenses. 3 marks 

Q. 6: Editing or Omission 4 marks 

Q. 7: Sentences Reordering or Sentence Transformation in context. 3 marks 

SECTION C: LITERATURE TEXTBOOK AND EXTENDED READING TEXT  

 30 Marks 60 Periods 

 

Q.8. One out of two extracts from prose/poetry/play for reference to the context. 

 Four Very Short Answer Questions : two questions of one mark each for global 

 comprehension and two questions of one mark each for interpretation.  4 marks 

Q.9. Four Short Answer type Questions from the Literature Reader to test local and 



 global comprehension of theme and ideas (30-40 words each)   4x2 = 08 Marks 

Q.10. One out of two Long Answer type Questions to assess how the values inherent in 

the text have been brought out. Creativity, imagination and extrapolation beyond 

the text and across the texts will be assessed. (100-120 words). 8 marks 

 

Q.11. One out of two very Long Answer Questions on theme, plot involving 

interpretation, inference and character sketch, in about 150-200 words based on 

the prescribed extended reading text. 10 Marks 



ENGLISH COMMUNICATIVE COURSE 

CLASS - IX (2017-18) 
Textbooks 

 
Literature Reader 

PROSE   

1. 
How I Taught My Grandmother to Read 3. The Man Who Knew too Much 

2. A Dog Named Duke 4. Keeping it from Harold 

 
 5. Best Seller 

POETRY   

1. 
The Brook 5. The Seven Ages 

2. 
The Road Not Taken 6. Oh, I Wish I’d Looked After My Teeth 

3. 
The Solitary Reaper 7. Song of the Rain 

4. 
Lord Ullin’s Daughter   

DRAMA   

1. 
Villa for Sale 2. The Bishop’s Candlesticks 

MAIN COURSE BOOK   

1. 
People 5. Mystery 

2. Adventure 6. Children 
3. 

Environment 7. Sports and Games 

 

4. The Class IX Radio and Video Show  

Extended Reading Text (either one): Gulliver’s Travels in four parts Un- 

Gulliver’s Travels in four parts, Unabridged abridged 

Edition Edition (2005) by Jonathan Swift - Parts 

(2005) by Jonathan Swift Parts I & II III & IV 

Three Men in a Boat, Unabridged Edition Three Men in a Boat, Unabridged 

(1889) by Jerome K. Jerome - Chapters Edition (1889) by Jerome K. Jerome - 

1 – 10 Chapters 11-19 



 

 

WORK BOOK* - Suggested Break-up of Units for the Purpose of Classroom 

Teaching only-NOT FOR TESTING (see the note below) 

1 Verb Form 1 Connectors 

2 Determiners 2 The Passive 

3 Future Time Reference 3 Reported Speech 

4 Modals 4 Prepositions 

 

*Note on Workbook: The suggested split up of the units of the Workbook reflects a 

distribution for the purpose of classroom teaching only. Since grammar and usage is 

not to be tested directly, but in an integrated manner, the split up as shown, does 

not restrict questions in the grammar section of question papers to the specific units 

shown in the split up of Workbook units. Grammar is to be tested by recycling 

grammar items learnt over a period of time in a comprehensive manner. Teachers 

may adapt this suggested distribution for classroom teaching, making modifications 

according to their specific needs. 

 

Note: 

 

 1. Schools may adapt the given break-up as per their convenience. 
 

 2. Activities such as Language games, quizzes, projects, role plays, dramatization, 

script writing etc must be done as ‘in class’ and ‘in school’ activities. In case, a 

field survey or visit is taken up, it must be under the direct supervision of the 

teacher.



 

Class - IX 

 

English Communicative 2017-18 (Code No. 101) 

 

    

Long 

Very Long 

VLA 

 

   

Short Answer 

 

   

Answer 200- 

 

   

answer Question 

 

 

Testing 
competencies/ VSAQ Question 250 

 

Typology Questions 150-200 Marks 

learning outcomes 1 mark 100-120 words  30-40 words words  

   

2 marks 

words 

(HOTS) 

12  

   

8 marks marks 

 

    

10 marks 

 

       

Reading Conceptual       

Skills understanding,       

 decoding, analysing, 12 04 --- --- --- 20 

 inferring, interpreting       

 and vocabulary.       

Creative Expressing an opinion,       

Writing reasoning, justifying,       

Skills and 
illustrating, 
appropriacy       

Grammar 
of style and tone, 
using       

 appropriate format 

10 --- 01 --- 01 30  

and fluency. Applying        

 con¬ventions, using       

 inte-grated structures       

 with accuracy and       

 fluency       

Literature Recalling, reasoning,       



Textbook appreciating, applying       

and literary conventions,       

Extended extrapolating,       

Reading illustrating and       

Texts 
justifying etc. 
Extracting 

04 04 01 01 --- 30  

relevant information,        

 identifying the central       

 

theme and sub 
themes,       

 understanding the       

 writer’s message and       

 writing fluently.       

  26x 01 

08 x 02 02 x 08 = 01 x 10 = 

1 x 12 

80 

Total 

 

= 26 = 12  

= 16 marks 16 marks 10 marks marks   

marks marks       



THE INDIAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL-KUWAIT 
FIRST MID-TERM EXAMINATION 2017 

ENGLISH COMMUNICATIVE  
 

 
SUBJECT: ENGLISH         

    TIME: 2 hours 
CLASS:  IX                
Marks: 50 
DATE:    
 
Instructions: 
The question paper is divided into three sections. 
Section A: Reading 20 Marks 
Section B: Writing 10 Marks & 
                  Grammar 5 Marks =15 Marks  
 Section C:  Literature 20 Marks         
          

SECTION-A 
READING-20 Marks 

 
1a.Read the given passage carefully-        
 

BRIDGE ACROSS ERAS 
Long before the Chrysler or the Empire State Buildings glinted in the sun, 
and even before the Statue of Liberty was unveiled, a marvel of modern 



engineering became Big Apple’s most enduring and appealing landmark, 
The Brooklyn.         (para 1) 

 
The Brooklyn Bridge, the old and longest suspension bridge in the world 
and along with its two Stately 275-foot stone towers, is often dubbed as 
the ‘Eighth Wonder of the World’. It is a 1,825 meters steel-wire engineering 
marvel that links Manhattan with Brooklyn. On it, on an average 145,000 
people drive, walk or bike every day. For long, it has been one of the 
city’s, most popular, recognizable, photogenic sights. And yet, it is more 
than just a national landmark.                 (para 
2) 

 
At a time when American women were still struggling for voting rights, 
equality etc., and when everywhere they were asked ‘to do more and talk 
less’, a spirited Ms. Emily Warren Roebling did exactly what pleased her 
in the full glare of public gaze. She was ‘wife, mother, lecturer, student, 
world traveler and club woman’ who by chance, became ‘the first woman 
field engineer’ and pioneering example of independence.   
                    
(para 3) 
Emily’s brilliant engineer father-in-law, John Augustus Roebling designed 
the bridge. But during the construction, a series of mishaps occurred 
including his death due to tetanus. Emily’s husband, Col. Washington, who 
was familiar with his father’s bridge construction project took over. However, 
while working on the giant granite anchorages that were being built in 
Caissons or water tight chambers, he was hit by a serious disease that 
paralyzed him.            (para 
4) 



 
With that, the responsibility fell on Emily to complete the bridge. The 
intelligent lady was familiar with the nuances of ‘strength and materials, 
street analysis, cable construction and in calculating catenary curves’- things 
she learnt from her father-in-law, brother and husband. Then with 
Washington directing her, often with ‘spy glass’ trained pout of the window, 
Emily communicated with the Projet team and with the regulatory 
authorities, to bring the project to completion. When the bridge finally 
opened in the spring of 1883, it saw the most ‘exuberant’ public celebration 
of the era’. As thousands of citizens noisily cheered and paparazzi were 
out in full force with their new-fangled photography half tone engraving 
process, U.S. President Chester Arthur along with Emily grandly led the 
first ceremonial ride across the bridge.         (para 5) 

 
Today, as a symbol of the Roebling’s legacy and honour to this amazing 
woman, the bridge proudly credits her on a plaque: “Back of every great 
work, we can find the self-sacrificing devotion of a woman.”   
         (para 6) 

     Source- The 
Hindu 

(i) On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following 
questions briefly-              
(1 x 8 = 8) 

 
(a) Who designed the Brooklyn Bridge? 
(b) Why was Col. Washington not able to continue with the work started 

by his father? 



(c) What had Emily Roebling learnt from her father-in-law, husband and 
brother? 

(d) Who led the first ceremonial ride across the bridge? 
(e) When was the bridge opened for public? 
(f) How did Emily bring the project to completion? 
(g) How was Emily honoured for her accomplishment? 
(h) Why is the Brooklyn Bridge called the ‘Eighth Wonder of the World’? 

 
1b.  Read the given passage carefully- 
 

Conversation is indeed the most easily teachable of all arts. All you need 
to do in order to become a good conversationalist is to find a subject that 
interests you and your listeners.There are, for example, numberless hobbies 
to talk about. But the important thing is that you must talk about the other 
fellow’s hobby rather than your own. Therein lies the secret of your 
popularity. Talk to your friend about the things that interest them and you 
will get a reputation for good fellowship, charming wit and brilliant mind. 
There is nothing that pleases people so much as your interest in their 
interests. A good conversationalist can be effective only if he or she is 
able to blend humour, wit, topics of good interests, presence of mind, 
knowledge of various things, logical thinking etc., in fine proportion.        
     (para 1) 

 
Praise and appreciate people, for nothing pleases a man as mere 
appreciation.      (para 2) 

 
It is just as important to know what subjects to avoid as what subjects to 
select for good conversation. If you don’t want to set a wet blanket of 



boredom, be careful to avoid certain unpleasant topics. Avoid talking about 
yourself unless you are asked to do so. Use simple words and let the 
conversation be lucid. Avoid flowery use of language, jargons etc. Do not 
beat about the bush or talk boastfully about your own self. Let the talk be 
exuberant, lively and interesting. People are interested in their own 
problems, not yours; sickness or death bores everybody. Similarly, age-old 
tales, happenings of the past even though they may be real, will never 
interest the listeners. The only one who willingly listens to such talk is the 
doctor, maybe sometimes even to non-stop nonsense because he gets paid 
for it.          (para 3) 

(i) Answer the following questions in about 30-40 words-         
(2 x 4= 8) 

 
(a) Discuss the basic requirement and the most important thing in a good 

conversation? 
(b) How can a good conversationalist be effective? 
(c) What should be avoided in a good conversation?  
(d) What are people interested in? What pleases a man? 

 
 

(ii) Find words in the passage that mean the following-          
(1 X 4 = 4) 

(a) fame (para 1) 
(b) happy, exciting (para 3) 
(c) recognise the full worth of someone. (para 2) 
(d) easily understood. (para 3) 

 
SECTION-B 



WRITING & GRAMMAR-15 Marks 
 
B1   You are Isha/ Ishaan. You have recently been to an abstract painting 

exhibition at Asra----an institution for physically challenged children. You 
are amazed at the creative feat of a handicapped boy who painted his 
feet. Next day you decided to write an article on how positive thinking, 
encouragement and support could make even handicapped children self-
reliant and confident. Write an article in about 100-120 words.  
        (5)   

B 2     Suppose you are Shelley, the Staff Reporter  of the Times Of India, 
Chandigarh. You have been asked to cover an event called “Walk for 
Young Heart”. You have taken down the following notes. Based on these 
notes, write a news report. :           (5) 

  
Event: Walks for Young Heart 
Organiser: Escorts heart & Super Specialty Institute 
Occasion: World Heart Day 
Date:   24th September 
Place:  Amritsar 
Dignitaries: Mandira Bedi(Actress),Sunil Datti(Mayor)& Jugal Kishore (M.P) 
Participants: Students from 15 schools, colleges and doctors 
Purpose: Importance of keeping one’s heart young 
Activities: Walk, students carrying placards. A free heart checkup (250 people), 
Inter –School  

      Quiz Competition. 
 
 
 



B3  Rearrange the jumbled words and phrases into meaningful sentence. 
(a) Poland/ art paintings/ long/ has a/ in making/ distinguished tradition/ 

        (1) 
 
B4        In the following passage, one word has been omitted in each line. 

Write the missing word. The first one has been done as an example. 
            
          (4) 
     Before            Word             

After 

They reached dam at nine.     reached              the               
dam 

In the morning stopped in the.  

garden near dam and left their.  

 food in rest room. In the garden.  

there several beehives. The  

boys girls had their tea and went  

 to the dam. They saw sight.  

At night they dinner  

and off to sleep after a tiring day.  

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
SECTION-C LITERATURE-20 Marks 

 
C1     Read the extracts and answer the questions that follow: 

Thank you, I was going to say that for exceptional people like you, I 
don’t mind giving up….”          
            (1x3=3) 

a. Name the lesson of the above lines?                  
b. Who speaks these lines and to whom? 
c. What are they talking about? 

 
C2   With many a curve my banks I fret, 
          By many a field and fallow, 
          And many a fairy foreland set, 
          With willow weed and mallow.                 
(1x3=3) 

a. What does the speaker do to its banks and how? 
b. Who is ‘I’ in the first line? 
c. What is a fairy foreland here? 

 
C3   Answer the following questions in about 30-40 words.               
(2x3=6) 

a. What made Hooper lie on the bed all the time? 



b. What is the effect of a cuckoo’s song on the sailors and how? 
c. Why did the old lady touch the feet of her granddaughter? 

 
C4  LONG READING TEXT.  

Answer the following question in about 50 words. 
Give a character sketch of the Emperor of Lilliput. 
 

OR 
 

Describe the social, cultural and political life of the people of Lilliput in your 
own words.  (3) 
 
 
 

-----------------------------------------xx--------------------------------------- 
 

 

 


